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PART I.

GENERAL SUMMARY

1 The yeai 1922-23 was one of fai-i caching constitutional and
administrative changes, fust among which must be mentioned the
conversion of Bui ma into a Governor's piovmce undei the Government
of India Act, \\ith a mainly elective legislative council and a chaichical
execute e This change took effect at the opening of the calendai 5 ear
1923, when the last Lieutenant-Goveinoi, the Hon'ble Sir Reginald
Craddock, K C S I, was leplaced by the fiist Governor, His Excellency
Su Harcomt Bntlei, G C I E , KC S I A few days earhei the High
Court of Judicattue at Rangoon, consisting of a Chief Justice and seven
other permanent Judges, was established by letteis patent of His
Majesty and assumed the junsdiction foimeilj exevcised by the Chief
Couit of Lowei Buima and the Judicial Commissionei of Uppei Burma
The establishment of the High Couit was accompanied by a reoiganiza-
tioii of the Supenoi Judicial Seivice, by \\hich Divisional Judges were
abolished and a Distiict and Sessions Judge was appointed foi each
administrative district or gioup of distucts , and at the same time, in
consequence of the relief fiom judicial woik which this change gave to
Divisional Commissionei s mUppei Bui ma, aie-aiiangementof dmsions
took place, \\heieby the foui foimer divisions of Uppei Bin ma, with the
Shan States, we^e distubuted among thiee Commissionei s, and a new
division was foimedm Lowei Burma consisting of the town of Rangoon
and the distucts immediately sunoundmg it The Noithein and
Southern Shan States were foimed into a federation, and became a soit
of sub-province with finances distinct, fiom those of Bui ma piopei and
under the duect contiol of the Goveinoi alone Foi the administration
of the Shan States and other backwaid tiacts, a special service known